CONTEMPORARY  LESSONS  FROM  OLD  TESTAMENT  WARFARE 
Chaplain  (Maj )  John  W.  Stieve 


In  most  any  era,  humankind  must  deal  with  issues  of  war 
and  peace.  From  the  murder  of  Abel  by  Cain  to  present-day 
nuclear  threats,  many  countries  have  found  the  need  to  not  only 
protect  their  lands  and  principles  but  also  to  engage  in  warfare 
with  others.   How  this  warfare  is  conducted  and  what  the 
outcomes  have  been  are  of  interest  to  historians,  politicians 
and  military  people  today. 

The  thesis  of  this  paper  is  that  there  is  much  to  be 
learned  from  the  Old  Testament  accounts  of  warfare.   As  we 
prepare  for  war,  while  working  for  peace,  there  is  insight  and 
guidance  which  can  be  gained  from  a  study  of  the  Old  Testament 
people  of  God  and  their  times  of  war. 

This  paper  will  review  three  Biblical  stories  and  find 
some  common  aspects  of  victorious  warfare.   Perceived 

relationships  will  be  identified leading  to  potential  thinking 

in  years  to  come.   The  hope  is  that  human  humility  under  Godly 
governance  will  prevail  for  peace. 
flYeryiew_gf_the_Bibl_ical__Narratiyes 
A.   The  Battle  Against  Ai 

Joshua  chapter  8  gives  an  account  of  the  battle  against 
the  people  of  Ai ,  a  city  which  had  defeated  Israel.   Joshua 
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consults  with  God  and  is  given  assurance  that  there  will  be 
victory.   God  gives  specific  instructions  concerning  what  may  be 
kept:   "the  cattle  and  any  other  spoil "(v.  2),  and  what  they  are 
to  do.   A  select  number  of  warriors  is  chosen  and  given  orders 
to  proceed  with  an  ambush.   The  directions  of  God  are  speci-fic 
■for  the  battle,  and  Joshua  and  his  men  prepare  to  -fight.   Again, 
God  gives  assurance:   "The  Lord  your  God  will  deliver  CAiJ  into 
your  hands" <v.  7). 

Joshua  is  with  the  troops,  and  he  leads  them  against  the 
enemy.   The  battle  plan  unfolds,  the  ambush  is  set,  Joshua  uses 
a  select  group  to  carry   out  the  ambush,  and  the  deception  draws 
the  enemy  out  of  the  city,  as  planned.   While  in  command,  Joshua 
continues  to  listen  to  the  Lord,  and  at  the  appointed  moment,  he 
turns  the  ambushers  toward  the  city.   They  go,  take  the  city  and 
burn  it.   Not  one  resident  of  Ai  is  spared  that  day,  and  the 
victory  which  the  Lord  had  promised  is  secured. 

Although  a  successful  leader  and  warrior,  Joshua 
remembered  his  relationship  to  the  Lord  God  and  the  necessity 
for  worship  and  sacrifice.   Before  another  battle,  we  read,  he 
built  an  altar  "to  the  Lord  the  God  of  Israel "(v.  30)  on  Mount 
Ebal .   He  brought  sacrifices  and  offerings,  and  he  also  brought 
the  Law  of  the  Lord  to  the  people.   He  was  aware  that  there  was 
a  relationship  between  military  might  and  victory,  and  the  might 
and  promises  of  the  Lord  God.   The  people,  through  their  leader, 
were  also  reminded  of  this  relationship. 
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B.   The  Battle  Against  the  Midianites  and  Amalekites 
Judges  chapter  7  records  an  account  of  Gideon,  one  of 
the  judges  of  Israel,  gathering  a  small  band  of  men  to  fight 
some  enemies  to  the  north.   Gideon  is  with  his  people,  and  he 
receives  direct  and  specific  instructions  from  God  on  what  to  do 
and  how  to  do  it.   God  demands  that  Gideon  do  things  on  His 
terms,  because  He  wishes  the  honor  and  glory  to  go  to  Him  alone. 
The  terms  which  God  sets  out  are  difficult  and  put  the  people 
and  their  leaders  to  the  test:   going  against  many  enemy 
warriors  with  but  a  few  men. 

Gideon,  however,  is  obedient,  and  he  stays  with  the  300 
chosen  men  who  are  found  fit  to  serve.   God  reassures  him  that 
with  the  Lord  on  his  side,  "I  will  save  you  and  deliver  Midian 
into  your  hands" (v.  7).   God  then  gives  battle  plans  to  Gideon 
on  specifically  how  these  300  men  will  rout  the  much-larger  army 
encamped  below.   Gideon  and  Purah,  his  servant,  spy  on  the  camp 
of  the  enemy,  and  they  hear  of  a  dream  concerning  the  battle 
which  predicts,  upon  interpretation,  that  Joshua  will  be 
victorious.   This,  as  God  had  said,  gives  them  increased  courage 
to  pursue  the  battle. 

Gideon  returns,  prepares  his  men,  and  leads  the  battle 
advance.   The  battle  plan  from  God  is  followed  successfully,  and 
God  receives  the  credit  for  the  victory.   In  the  midst  of  the 
battle,  the  enemy  is  confused,  and  "God  set  every  man  against 
his  neighbor" (v.  22).   The  victory  is  complete,  but  when  some 
wish  to  make  Gideon  the  ruler,  he  reminds  them,  "'the  Lord  will 
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rule  over  you '"  (chapter  8,  v.  23).   While  the  children  of  Israel 
could  rally  around  Gideon,  yet  he  reminded  them  that  God  is  and 
remains  the  true  and  only  ruler  of  Israel. 
C.   The  Battle  Against  the  Philistines 

II  Samuel  chapter  5  brings  an  account  of  a  new  king, 
David,  doing  battle  with  an  old  enemy,  the  Philistines.   They 
come  "in  force"  toward  him,  and  he  remains  with  his  people  "in 
the  stronghold."   First,  David  seeks  the  advice  of  the  Lord  and 
His  response.   God  promises  victory  and  sure  deliverance  to 
David  and  his  people,  and  he  goes  into  battle.   He  wins  the 
battle,  and  he  gives  honor  and  credit  to  the  Lord.   In  fact,  the 
Philistines  even  leave  their  idols  behind,  so  David  and  his  men 
carry  them  away. 

Again,  King  David  comes  to  the  Lord  and  inquires  of  Him 
about  any  warfare  against  the  Philistines.   This  time,  God  gives 

him  battle  plans  which  involve  deception  of  the  enemy once 

again,  with  the  promise  and  assurance  of  victory.  David  listens 
to  the  Lord,  leads  his  people,  and  gains  the  victory  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord. 

Common  Elements  in  the  Bibl ical  Narratives 
A.   Godly  Direction 

In  the  three  accounts,  the  importance  of  the  word  and 
direction  of  God  is  paramount.   Joshua  took  time  to  consult  with 
God  prior  to  the  battle,  knowing  the  great  odds  against  him  in 
securing  victory.   Gideon,  likewise,  knew  that  his  task  was, 
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humanly  speaking,  not  possible,  and  he  received  specific 
instructions  from  God,  including  the  terms  under  which  God  would 
bless  the  battle  outcome.   God,  likewise,  was  instrumental  as 
David  went  into  battle  with  a  -formidable  foe,  and  one  which 
could  claim  some  success  against  the  Israelites.   The  direction 
of  God  was  needed  and  given. 

B.  Assurance  of  Victory 

Along  with  Godly  direction  came  the  promise  that  as  the 
warrior-leaders  were  faithful  to  the  instructions  from  God,  so 
they  would  secure  victory  for  God's  people.   The  Lord  told 
Joshua,  "...I  have  given  into  your  hand  the  king  of  Ai,  and  his 
people,  his  city,  and  his  land"  (Joshua  8.1).  To  Gideon,  in 
similar  words,  God  said,  "Arise,  go  down  against  the  camp;  for  I 
have  given  it  into  your  hand"  (Judges  7.9).   Likewise,  as  David 
prepared  for  the  battle,  the  Lord  told  him,  "...I  will  certainly 
give  the  Philistines  into  your  hand"  (II  Samuel  5.19). 

Instructions  were  given,  warriors  were  selected often  after  a 

great  reduction  in  strength but  that  promise  of  victory  came 

to  the  leader  of  the  people  of  God. 

C.  The  Leader  Leads 

Joshua  was  a  Godly  man,  fearing  and  trusting  the  Lord, 
and  the  example  he  gave  to  his  people  included  that  of  taking 
the  lead  in  battle.   We  note  that  he  arose  early  and  prepared 
the  people  to  be  at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time  for  the 
battle.   Gideon,  also,  in  a   situation  which  could  have 
suggested  retreat,  remained  with  his  men,  showing  his  confidence 
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and  trust  in  the  promises  and  assurance  from  the  Lord  God.   He 
took  the  lead.   In  the  account  -from  II  Samuel,  David  is  shown  to 
be  the  leader  whom  God  called  him  to  be,  leading  his  troops 
■forward  while  relying  on  Godly  direction.   Perhaps  of  note,  as 
this  sub-title  suggests,  that  leader  who  was  in  direct 
communication  with  the  Lord  was  that  leader  who  stayed  in  direct 
contact  with  the  people  and  literally  led  them  into  and  through 
the  battle. 

D.  Reality  of  Victory 

The  -fact  o-f  the  successful  military  venture  may  be 
assumed  by  some,  but  a  worthwhile  note  is  that  following  the 
promise  and  assurance  of  victory  from  God,  all  three  leaders  and 
armies  were  victorious.   Beyond  the  fact  of  victory,  however,  is 
the  note  of  the  one-sidedness  of  the  battle  and  the  complete 
victory  of  the  forces  of  the  Lord  God  in  each  circumstance. 
There  are  certainly  many  accounts  throughout  the  Old  Testament 
Scriptures  which  note  defeat  for  the  people  of  the  Lord; 
however,  with  Godly  leaders  and  obedient  people,  the  children  of 
Israel  were  dominant  and  completely  victorious. 

E.  A  Response  of  Worship 

Cultures  and  leaders  react  to  battle  victory  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  There  is  the  possibility  for  great 
celebrations,  parties,  domination  of  the  people  by  military 
leaders,  sel f -worship,  on-going  and  endless  plundering  of 
others,  and  some  type  of  worship  to  the  gods  or  to  the  Lord  God. 
Worship  was  the  seemingly  natural  and  certainly  fitting  response 
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of  a  people  who  had  no  realistic  hope  of  military  victory  except 
through  the  strong  arm  of  the  Lord  on  their  side,  as  He  had 
promised  before  the  battles. 

Joshua  8.30  reads,  "Then  Joshua  built  an  altar  in  Mount 
Ebal  to  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel."   Indeed,  instructions  were 
received,  victory  was  assured,  the  people  were  chosen,  military 
planning  was  carried  out,  Joshua  demonstrated  his  earthly,  human 
leadership,  and  the  victory  was  secured.   Now,  as  Moses  had 
instructed  him,  was  the  time  to  pause  for  worship.   As  with 
other  judges,  Gideon  was  busy  in  pursuit  of  various  enemies,  but 
one  may  note  that  the  shout  of  battle  recognized  the  Lord  in  a 
form  of  testimony  as  they  cried,  "'For  the  Lord  and  for 
Gideon' " (Judges  7.18). 

In  the  II  Samuel  account,  there  is  not  the  stated  act  of 
worship,  beyond  the  knowledge  that  David  did  rely  on  the  Lord 
and  trust  Him  for  His  presence  and  the  victory.   However,  in 
reading  the  various  psalms,  one  notes  that  David  brings 
thanksgiving  and  praise  to  the  Lord  God  through  many  psalms  as 
he  reflects  on  his  escapes  from  personal  enemies  as  well  as  the 
triumphs  over  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  God.   An  example  can 
be  seen  in  Psalm  124:  "...  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was 
on  our  side,  when  men  rose  up  against  us,  then  they  would  have 
swallowed  us  up  alive;  ...  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  has  not 
given  us  as  prey  to  their  teeth!  ...  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  who  made  heaven  and  earth" (vv.  2,  3,  6,  8). 
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£g££givgd_ReIat_ign5hies_Between  Old  Testament  Warfare_and  Today 

Six  areas  are  here  approached,  suggesting  that  they  have 
a  relationship  to  areas  dealt  with  in  the  Old  Testament 
narratives.   They  would  suggest  that  lessons  can  be  learned  and 
directions  taken  in  the  study  and  realities  of  war  and  peace  -for 
today  on  the  basis  of  what  has  taken  place  in  the  past.   While 
military  leaders  often  study  in  great  detail  the  specifics  of 
warfare  during  the  last  millenium,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  Old  Testament  war  accounts  will  be  of  value,  also. 
While  this  approach  may  be  somewhat  philosophical,  indeed 
theological,  this  is  a  side  of  the  total  picture  which  dare  not 
be  ignored. 

Eixst  :   Godly  reliance  on  the  part  of  all.   The 
leadership  of  the  Old  Testament  people  brought  the  people,  and 
particularly  those  in  direct  combat,  to  a  point  of  trusting  the 
Word  of  God,  holding  to  the  promises  of  God,  and  proceeding  on 
the  directions  of  the  Lord  God.   Would  we  wish  to  do  any  less 
today?   While  there  is  not,  in  the  same  sense,  a  people  of  God 
identified  directly  and  uniquely  with  one  nation  or  race,  yet 
there  is  that  "people  of  God"  of  which  Scripture  speaks  who  are 
now,  both  Jew  and  Gentile,  in  all  areas  of  the  world.   These  are 
people  who  take  their  spiritual  life  seriously,  the  Word  of  God 
as  true,  and  their  relationship  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ  as  a 
matter  of  primary  importance. 

In  the  countries  of  the  world  where  people  have  an 
active  voice  and  vote  in  the  decisions  of  the  land,  the  call  to 
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a  reliance  on  God,  His  plans  and  His  will,  is  one  of  prime 
attention.   Godly  citizens,  with  a  concern  -for  the  governmental 
authority  in  their  midst,  would  through  the  vote,  the  voice, 
other  civil  action  and  prayer  alert  their  nation  and  others  to 
do  what  the  Lord  would  have  them  do  within  this  earthly  kingdom. 
Such  Godly-minded  people  would  have  an  effect  on  both  their  own 
and  other  nations  through  their  influence  on  leadership  and 
world  situations. 

Second  :   Godly  leadership  for  the  nations  of  this 
earth.   As  one  reflects  on  leadership  and  power,  there  often 
seems  to  be  an  al 1 -too-d i rect  corolation  between  these  and 
greed,  idolatry,  and  vice.   However,  we  note  that  when  the  Old 
Testament  people  were  at  their  best,  viz. ,   advancing,  winning 
battles,  extending  their  boundaries,  and  having  real  periods  of 
peace,  they  were  under  honest,  faithful  and  Godly  leadership. 
At  times,  the  Lord  God  chose  to  work  His  plans  even  through 
unrighteous  leaders.   For  the  most  part,  however,  and  if  there 
was  to  be  an  ongoing  period  of  righteous  living,  there  was  a 
need,  indeed  a  requirement,  for  a  Godly  leader. 

What  is  the  status  of  leadership  in  the  world  today? 
One  can  hardly  be  completely  objective,  and  even  as  this  is 
approached,  there  is  the  easy  route  toward  becoming  judgmental. 
Our  personal  feelings,  what  "side"  we  are  on  in  a  "cold"  or 
"hot"  war,  our  background  and  education,  and  our  particular 
political  thoughts  and  prejudices  all  play  a  role  in  this 
evaluation.   Godly  people  in  the  world  (those  who  recognize  the 
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true  Lard  God)  have  a  responsibility  to  evaluate  and  then 
support  or  not-support  those  whom  they  feel  to  be  true 
representatives  of  God  for  people.   We  must  continue  in 
evaluation  and  prayer  for  all  in  authority,  especially  those 
under  the  power  of  the  vote  and  with  the  power  of  the  sword. 

Third  •       An  evaluation  of  "might"  versus  "right."   Many 
in  the  world  today  are  confused  when  speaking  of  power.   For 
many,  more  bombs  or  planes  or  ships  Dr  soldiers  is  an  automatic 
signal  that  there  is  more  power.   They  then  begin  a  simplistic 
equation  which  sounds  like:   If  we  have  the  power,  then  we  have 
the  might;  and  if  we  have  the  might,  then  we  must  be  right! 
Statistics,  as  helpful  as  they  can  be,  can  also  be  used  to  show 
only  one  side  of  a  total  picture  and  to  cloud  an  already 
most-difficult  issue  of  the  balance  of  power  in  a  world  which 
is,  supposedly,  committed  to  peace. 

The  forces  which  underscore  the  "might  makes  right" 
slogan  are  rampant.   One  thinks  of  books,  child-adult 
relationships,  television  programs,  movies  and  plays,  accepted 
(if  not  always  adopted)  cultural  mores  and  social  outlooks,  and 
the  ways  and  means  which  adults  tin  both  private,  public  and 
business  life)  solve  problems  and  deal  with  complex  issues. 
These  and  other  situations  often  underscore  that  if  one  has  the 
power,  that  one  has  an  assumed  position  of  superiority  and  the 
"inside  track"  to  what  will  be  accepted  as  right,  correct,  and 
even  ethical ! 
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Instead  of  merely  speaking  of  "peace"  movements  versus 
those  of  war,  we  are  in  need  of  more  serious  consideration  of 
the  -forms  o-f  power,  the  meaning  o-f  power,  and  the  need  for 
power.   So  often,  as  the  Old  Testament  people  of  God  went  into 
battle,  they  were  greatly  outnumbered,  not  as  well  organized, 
and  with  seemingly  no  chance  of  victory.   However,  they  looked 
beyond  the  obvious  might  of  swords  and  shields  to  the  righteous 
Lord  who  would  guide  and  direct  them.   While  we  may  not  be 
involved  in  religious  wars  (although  there  are  a  few  currently 
taking  place),  we  still  need  to  remember  that,  finally,  all 
power,  might,  glory  and  dominion  is  with  the  one  true  God,  "high 
and  lifted  upMIsaiah  6.1),  over  all! 

Perhaps  these  thoughts  suggest  more  time  in  prayer  and 
less  emphasis  on  munitions,  maybe  this  says  more  energy  into 
spiritual  training  and  less  all-out  energy  on  efficient, 
multiple  killings.   Such  suggestions  would  normally  be  taken  as 
so  much  "musch";  however,  as  we  spend  more  money,  lose  more 
soldiers,  and  seemingly  become  less  influential  and  effective  in 
the  world  community,  a  change  in  strategy  is  suggested.   This  is 
not  an  anti-weapon,  anti-soldier  appeal;  rather,  this  is  a  call 
to  reconsider  some  Godly  imperatives  and  relationships,  as  well 
as  to  remember  our  spiritual  priorities  and  Who  is  finally  in 
charge ! 

Fourth  :   Warfare  within  and  without  must  both  be 
considered.   The  whimsical  and  philosophical  quip  that  "we  have 
met  the  enemy  and  the  enemy  is  us"  has  many  natural 
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applications.   While  we  train,  arm,  and  develop  machines  and 
techniques  to  fight  "them,"  we  have  a  tendency— al  1  too 

human to  overlook  that  "log"  in  our  own  eye.   Again,  we  are 

not  in  the  Old  Testament  situation  of  God's  people  vs.  whomever; 
yet,  we  are  reminded  that  God's  people  or  not,  they  continued  in 
success,  victory  and  prosperity  gnj.*  as  they  remained  faithful 
to  the  faithful  Lord. 

Godly  direction  and  leadership  are  essential,  a  fair 
appraisal  of  the  meaning  and  value  of  might  and  power  are 
important,  but  we  must  be  honest  with  ourselves  to  determine 
(perhaps  discover)  what  ills,  problems,  sins,  lie  at  the  door  of 
our  own  nation.   There  are  offenses  against  God  which  must  be 
clarified,  confessed  and  dealt  with  in    a  clear  way.   This  is  not 
just  a  problem  with  the  politicians,  military  leaders,  and  other 
officials.   This  is  the  problem,  concern  and  necessary  emphasis 
which  must  be  dealt  with  as  a  nation.  Only  as  we  learn  to 
control  and  overcome  warfare  within  <as  many  fallen  nations 
would  underscore)  will  we  be  effective  in  dealing  with  the 
warfare  "out  there. " 

Ei±th  :   Striving  toward  the  reality  of  a  "just  war" 
approach.  Throughout  many  ages,  warfare  was  inevitably 
religious,  involving  the  deities. (1)     We  have  noted  with 
Joshua,  Gideon  and  David  that  God  is  side-by-side  with  His 


1.  A  portion  of  a  presentation  entitled  'The  Minister  of  Peace  in  the  Profession  of  Ans,'  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  John  P.  loyle  to  U.S. Any  Chaplains,  Noveiber,  1983,  Davenport,  Imta. 
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people,  and  that  victory  is  theirs,  because  the  victory  is  His! 
By  skillful  maneuvering,  direct  Godly  intervention,  the  presence 
of  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  the  prayers  and  uplifted  hands  of 
holy  people,  the  people  of  God  were  victorious.   With  the  Lord 
on  their  side  and  with  His  promise  of  presence  and  victory,  they 
were  justified  to  go  into  battle. 

In  the  Hth-13th  centuries,  during  the  time  of  the 

"Christian"  Crusades whose  slogan  was  "Deus  vult,  "  "God  wills 

it" the  theories  of  justice  in  war  and  the  just-ness  of 

warfare  were  severely  tested.   Who  is  to  declare  a  war  just? 
Who  determines  the  just  carrying-out  of  warfare?   Or  as  it  might 
be  said,  "Whose  side  is  God  on?"   While  the  concept  of  a  just 
war  may  be  termed  a  theory,  this  is  a  concept  which  requires 
continuing  study  and  debate.  Augustine,  while  holding  the 
possibility  of  "just  wars,"  nevertheless  comments  that  they  are 
justified  "only  by  the  injustice  of  an  aggressor;  and  that 
injustice  ought  to  be  a  source  of  grief  to  any  good  man,  because 
it  is  human  i nj ust ice. " (2) 

Eight  centuries  later,  Thomas  Aquinas  took  up  a  similar 
struggle,  and  he  set  forth  three  necessities  or  presuppositions 
for  warfare  to  be  just:   the  authority  of  the  sovereign;  the 
just  cause-what  is  deserved;  a  rightful  i ntent ion. (3)   We  are 
required,  under  God  and  for  the  sake  and  cause  of  His  creation, 


2.  Aurelius  Augustine,  City  at  Sod.  (New  York:  Under n  Library,  1950),  look  19,  Chapter  7. 

3.  Thoias  Aquinas,  Suy^Theglogja,.  (Garden  City:  itage  Sooks,  1972),  Pt.  II-III,  I.  40,  Art.  1. 
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to  examine  our  motives,  our  objectives,  our  vested  interests, 
our  legal  authority,  the  probable  outcome,  and  the  realistic 
need  for  any  warfare.   We  deal  with  sides  who  do  not  "play  by 
the  rules";  however,  we  dare  not  justify  unjust  actions  because 
of  the  dishonesty  or  inhumanity  of  others.   Continuing 
investigation  into  toleration  of  other  approaches,  problems  with 
supposed-deterrence,  and  the  need  for  discrimination  in  the  use 
of  people  and  weapons  are  also  highly-important  in  this  nuclear 
age. (4) 

Sixth  :   The  complex  issue  of  the  price  one  will  pay 
for  peace.   We  note  some  brief  times  of  peace  and  pleasure  in 
the  Old  Testament}  unfortunately,  they  were  too  often  when  the 
people  of  God  identified  with  the  pagan  cultures  around  them, 
worshipped  their  gods,  took  on  their  evil  customs  and  practices, 
and  forsook  the  one  true  God.   These  seeming  times  of  peace, 
pleasure  and  prosperity  were  short-lived,  not  nearly  what  they 
were  perceived  to  be,  and  came  to  abrupt  halts  when  God  made 
Himself  more  directly  known  and  felt,  once  again. 

We  need  to  focus  on  an  approach  to  peace  which  comes 
between  "Better  Red  than  Dead"  and  "America-Love  It  or  Leave 
It."   In  the  first,  there  is  neither  responsibility  nor 
commitment;  in  the  second,  there  is  no  moral  fiber  which  allows 
for  dissent,  new  approaches  or  self-criticism.   A  prior  question 


4.  These  and  related  issues  are  given  thought  and  craient  in  The  Challenge  of  Peace:  Sod's  Praise  and  Oar 
Response,.*  Pastoral  Letter  on  Iter  and  Peace,  (Washington,  B.C.:    HCCI/USCC,  1?83). 
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must  be:   What  is  peace?   God  promised  through  Isaiah  the 
prophet  that  He  would  send  a  "prince  of  peace"  ( Isai  ah  9.6).   For 
the  Christian,  this  Prince  has  come  in  the  person  o-f  Jesus  of 

Nazareth.   In  this  Jesus,  the  Roman  leaders and  Jewish, 

also were  shocked  and  con-fused  concerning  how  to  handle  one 

who  came  to  carry-on  spiritual  warfare  within  a  kingdom  which 
was  "not  of  this  world" <John  18.36).   Yet  today,  He  has 
relevance  and  staying-power  among  millions  of 
bel ievers/f ol lowers. 

We  do  well  to  stand  ready  to  defend,  fight  for  and 
promote  the  Godly,  moral,  democratic  ideals  of  this  nation  which 
are  good  and  right.   We,  with  many  before  us,  do  well  to  be 
ready  to  pay  the  price  to  defend  this  nation  and  the  Godly 
stands  which  it  takes.   However,  we  are  also  called  to  identify 
that  life  on  this  planet  and  peace  in  our  time  are  not  ends  to 
be  grasped  at  any  price. 

We  pass  through  a  brief  moment  of  time  within  eternity, 
we  serve  God  as  He  leads,  and  we  look  to  a  future  life  with  Him 
according  to  His  grace  and  mercy.   Struggling,  striving, 

fighting  and  dying  for  peace just  and  noble must  always  be 

seen  and  evaluated  on  this  larger,  cosmic,  eternal  scale. 
Admitting  that  full  peace  will  always  elude  us,  we  must  consider 
and  determine  what  we  are  willing  tD  pay,  endure  and  become 
invol ved-wi th  in  the  limited  peace  which  seems  attainable  by 
imperfect  human  beings. 
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Pa5t_EyaIuation_-_Pre5ent_RefIection_-_Future_Directien 

A  brief  study  and  limited  survey  such  as  this  paper 
encompasses  only  a  small  amount  of  the  large  number  of  facts  and 
factors  in  an  arena  as  complex  as  warfare.   However,  as  a  type 
of  summary,  three  issues  will  be  explored  which  seem  to  be 
meaningful,  important  and  necessary  within  this  area  of 
discussion.   While  these  three  areas  may,  at  times,  address 
individuals  and  at  other  times,  the  nation,  there  are  lessons  to 
be  learned  as  we  live  through  the  present  and  look  toward  the 
future. 

EitSAj.   we  need  to  seriously  evaluate  our  past  action 
and  participation  in    warfare,  an  evaluation  which  could  lead  to 
serious  repentance  on  our  part  as  a  nation  for  having  suggested, 
pursued  or  encouraged  various  actions  or  types  of  war  at  certain 
stages  of  our  history.   A  review  of  history  is  not  objective, 
and  one  can  find  writers  taking  most  any  position;  however,  we 
are  aware  of  times  during  our  200-plus  years  of  existence  as  a 
nation  that  we  were  at  the  heart  and  center  of  warfare, 
encouraging  warfare,  and  even  finding  ourselves  looking  with 
satisfaction  upon  numbers  of  war  dead,  tons  of  bombs  dropped, 
numbers  of  rounds  fired,  and  positive  feelings  in  anticipation 
of  more  deadly  encounters. 

For  this  and  for  any  warring  members  inside  Df  a  person 
within  this  nation,  we  are  led  to  confess  a  sinful  attitude  and 
outlook,  and  sometimes  a  wish  or  hope  (or  prayer?)  that  more 
directly  aligns  us  with  forces  of  death  than  life.   Just  war  or 
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not,  defensive  action  or  offensive,  legal  or  illegal,  we  as  a 
people  have  contributed  to  the  horrors  and  sins  of 

warfare many  of  which  only  begin  during  the  combat and  for 

this  we  confess  <or  need  to  be  led  to  do  so)  our  sins, 
individually  and  corporately,  and  pray,  "Lord,  have  mercy." 

Secondly..^,   we  need  to  make  some  specific  and  honest 
reflection  on  who  we  are  today,  where  we  are  in  relation  to 
other  nations,  in  relation  to  each  other  within  our  own  country, 
and  above  all,  in  relationship  to  God.   Do  we  pray  for  peace 
while  hoping  for  war;  speak  of  love  while  encouraging  hatred  and 
prejudice;  act  in  ways  which  would  suggest  cooperation  but  make 
plans  which  are  one-sided,  selfish  and  border  on  idolatry? 
While  not  looking  at  the  United  States  of  America  as  a 
"religious  state,"  yet  we  claim  to  be  a  Godly  people,  and  this 
imposes  upon  us  (indeed,  we  have  done  so  to  ourselves)  the 
consideration  of  our  plans,  positions  and  priorities  in  light  of 
Godly  imperatives. 

God  causes  the  sun  to  rise  on  the  just  and  the  unjust, 
and  often  God  brings  affliction  and  testing  to  His  own  people  in 
ways  which  the  unbeliever  could  not  understand  or  fathom.   God 
is  loving,  and  God  is  righteous;  He  is  a  God  of  the  living,  and 
a  God  who  would  have  all  people  give  Him  honor,  worship  and 
praise.  If  this  is  true  of  individual  citizens,  then  this  is 
true  of  the  community  of  those  citizens,  namely,  the  nation.   We 
must  take  seriously  this  call  to  reflection  on  our  current 
trends,  training  and  tack. 


Page  17 


ZhiEdJbjj.   we  need  to  seriously  consider  the  future 
direction  in  which  we  point  and  toward  which  we  plan.   If  we  are 
submitting  ourselves  as  a  people  "under  God,"  as  we  pledge  our 
allegiance  and  carry-out  our  business,  then  we  will  also,  if  we 
are  consistent,  turn  to  Him  for  guidance  toward  the  future.  The 
great  kings  of  the  past  found  that  their  success  was  in  direct 
ratio  to  their  working  with  or  without  the  Lord  God.   It  is 
past-time  to  again  call  on  our  leaders  to  uphold  the  Godly 
outlook,  intent  and  tradition  of  many  before  them  in  boldly  and 

unashamedly  seeking  the  "peace  of  Jerusalem" not  meant  as  a 

statement  of  alignment  with  the  State  of  Israel through  the 

halls  of  Congress,  the  doors  of  the  courts  and  the  rooms  of  the 
White  House! 

Holy  wars  and  even  just  wars  may  be  events  of  the  past. 
However,  because  of  the  nature  of  the  sinful  human,  we  will  be 
confronted  with  warfare  and  strife  throughout  the  ages  of  the 
earth.   As  we  again  reflect  on  the  simple  faith  and  trust  of  the 
Old  Testament  leaders  as  they  pursued  causes  which  were 
God-directed,  we  may  gain  both  perspective  and  confidence  that 
the  Lord  loves  His  people,  will  stay  with  His  people,  and  will 
be  faithful  to  those  who  love  Him. 

As  this  nation  continues  to  evaluate  the  past  and 
reflect  on  the  present,  the  future  direction  could  lead  to 
greater  peace  on  earth,  even  as  we  await  the  final  spiritual 

battle that  war  which  will  truly  end  all  wars between  God 

and  Evil.   Until  then,  may  God  lead  us  toward  peace,  and  may  we 
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look  to  Him  for  direction  in  warfare.   We  must  continue  to  work 
from  within  and  without,  that  the  peace  which  seems  to  allude  us 
might  begin  at  home  with  each  one  of  us. 
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